
Those who think something can not 
be done, should get out of the way 
of those who are doing it.  

Terry McCosker  
Chairman, Carbon Link Limited  

September, 2011  



Wealth Transfer (or Mining?)  



ñMAN IS A FUNNY ANIMAL. 
HE CAN ONLY READ THE  
WRITING ON THE WALL  

WHEN HIS BACK IS UP AGAINST IT.ò 

BUT is our back far 
enough up against it 

yet?  



THE LOCUST 
GENERATION  



The Carbon and Life Cycle  
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SOIL CARBON in PERSPECTIVE  

ATMOSPHERE  750Gt  

VEGETATION  610Gt  

SOILS  1,580Gt  

INDUSTRIAL 

EMISSIONS  5.5Gt  



Kyoto ï Industrial v Biological 
Systems  



Soil Carbon ï the Pathways.  

SEQUESTRATION  

DECOMPOSITION  
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Source: Elaine Ingham, SoilFoodWeb Inst.. 

Mycorrhizal Fungi 



Opportunities  

Å Change farming and grazing systems to 
renewable practices.  

Å Regrowth (which has a right to clear)  

Å Soil Carbon  

Å Production benefits of increasing soil 
carbon  

Å Fuel and fertilizer reduction  

Å Methane reduction  



Threats  

Å Methane in the Livestock industries  

Å Leasehold vôs Freehold 

Å Lower rainfall  

Å Higher Temperatures  

Å Difficulties off -setting soil carbon in North 
Australia and on native pasture.  

Å Permanence periods  



ISSUES for SOIL CARBON  

Ä Permanence . The permanence period for 
Australian soils is likely to be at 100 years 
under CFI. This is unworkable.  

Ä Additionality . ñThe Governmentôs intention 
with this test will enable crediting of 
activities that improve agricultural 
productivity or have environmental co -
benefits, but which have not been widely 
adopted ò. CFI Explanatory Memo.  

Ä Accurate Measurement  



The CFI  



The ñoldò Agricultural Paradigm 



 

VERIS Vis-NIR Spectrophotometer  




